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FEFAC in a nutshell

• Created in 1959 

• Represents industrial compound feed and premixtures manufacturers

• 33 Members:

– 24 Member Associations from 23 EU Member States 

– 2 Observer Members (Serbia, Russia)

– 7 Associate Members (Turkey, Switzerland, Norway (3), EMFEMA, EFFPA)

• 153 mio. t of industrial compound feed in EU-28 in 2013

• 7 Technical Committees to assist the FEFAC Council

– Animal Nutrition

– Industrial Compound Feed Production

– Premix & Mineral Feed

– Feed Safety Management

– Fish Feed

– Milk Replacers

– Sustainability





The FEFAC mission

• represent, defend and promote the interests of the European compound feed 
industry to the European Institutions; 

• lobby for a legislative framework and its implementation, without discrimination 
in EU Member States so as to maximise market opportunities for EU compound 
feed companies; 

• safeguard conditions of free access to raw materials, the proper functioning of 
their markets and the definition of their quality;

• develop professional rules and good manufacturing practices including the 
sourcing of feed materials that ensure the quality and the safety of compound 
feed;

• encourage the sustainable development of livestock production responding 
to the market requirements, so as to maximise market opportunities for EU 
compound feed companies; 

• encourage the development of precompetitive European feed-related 
Research & Development projects seeking to enhance the EU feed & livestock 
sectors competitiveness and capacity to innovate in and/or transfer science and 
technology based solutions to improve the sustainability of resource efficient 
livestock production systems.
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Vision

• The focus of the EU feed industry is

based on further increase of resource

efficiency

• The feed industry needs to take care of 

its impact on the enviroment (social and 

environmental impacts)



The FEFAC « Credo »

• Products of animal origin from an integral

part of the European diet providing key 

nutritional benefits.

• Nutritionally optimised feed is essential 

to mitigate the environmental impact of 

animal products

• Pro-active attitude of the EU compound 

feed industry



The FEFAC « Credo »

• Promotion of ecologically intensive 
production systems, resource efficiency

• Changes in diet patterns and composition 
to reduce emissions

• Improvement of feed efficiency

• Further optimisation of use of co-products

• Harmonization of environmental footprinting
methodology

• Facilitation of cross-sector initiatives



Ambition

• Communicate the contribution of the EU 

feed industry using reliable figures

• Contribute or take the lead in the 

development of 

– Criteria defining sustainable supply

– Environmental footprinting

• Coordinated action towards more 

sustainable production



The Agricultural business: 

unprecedented growthpotential



The agricultural business: 

unprecedented technologies



But, in Europe growth 

expectations are limited

2013-2022 EU-27 

(%)

World 

(%)

Beef & veal +2,57 +13,86

Pigmeat +3,52 +13,30

Poultry meat +1,34 +18,70

Sheepmeat -13,13 +11,90

Milk +3,09 +17,43



Market drivers: the pressure is

growing



GHG-emission and productivity



Image gap and relationship with

progress



Societal acceptance will lead to 

new production chains …

New sustainable chicken:

- 25% Dutch market

- Slow growth

- Low in antibiotics

- Responsible Soya

- Long term: increase 

European raw materials



Institutional drivers

• EU 2020 strategy

• International negotiations on climate

change 



EUROPE 2020 Strategy

key priorities 

• Smart growth – developing  an economy based on 

knowledge and innovation

• Sustainable growth – promoting a more resource-

efficient, greener and more competitive economy

• Inclusive growth – fostering a high-employment economy 

delivering economic, social and territorial cohesion



EUROPE 2020 Strategy - Flagship initiative 

“Resource efficient Europe”

• Boost economic performance while reducing 
resource use

• Identify and create new opportunities for 
economic growth and greater innovation and 
boost the EU competitiveness

• Ensure security of supply of essential 
resources

• Fight again climate change and limit the 
environmental impacts of resource use



EUROPE 2020 Strategy

Delivering more sustainable consumption 

and production

• By 2020, right incentives for citizens to choose 

the most resource efficient products and 

services, through appropriate price signals and 

clear environmental information

– Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) published in 

April 2013

• Ensure more environmental friendly products 

on the EU market

• Promote sustainable consumption



Building the Single Market for 

Green Products
• General objective: improve the availability of reliable

information on the environmental performance of 
products and organisations

• Specific objective: promote the use of a common
methodology to assess and communicate the 
environmental performance of products and 
organisations

• Operational objectives
– Launch 2 methodologies, simple but also robust, one for 

products, one for organisations

– Encourage the take-up of the methodologies in MS and 
by private sector

– Develop PCR through an open, transparent, multi-
stakeholder process



Main proposals

• Two methods to measure environmental
performance throughout the life cycle: the PEF and 
the OEF

• Recommendation of a voluntary use of these
methods by MS and companies

• Three-year testing period to develop product and 
sector-specific rules aligned with these methods

• Principles for communicating environmental
performance

• Comparability as important objective

• Support for international efforts towards more 
coordination in methodological developments and 
data availability



Climate negotiations



Resource efficiency indicators

• Resource efficiency roadmap

– Food and drink value chain in the EU 

causes 17% of the GHG emissions and 

28% of material resource use

– Consumption patterns have global impact, 

in particular related to the consumption of 

animal proteins

• Indicators are needed to monitor 

progress



Food: consumption of meat and 

dairy products



European Feed Research 

agenda

• Multifunctionality of animal nutrition

– Optimizing resource efficiency by using 

nutrients efficiently

– Healthy animals for healthy people

– Social responsible livestock farming
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The need to measure the impact 

on the environment

• Feed and livestock
industry under pressure

• Need to communicate
on reliable figures

• No green washing

• Common methodology
is a pre-competitive
issue and is part of 
consumers’ 
expectations



Feed supply chains are global and complex

(example of Spain maize imports) 

Source: FAOSTAT http://faostat.fao.org/DesktopModules/Faostat/WATFDetailed2/watf.aspx?PageID=536

http://faostat.fao.org/DesktopModules/Faostat/WATFDetailed2/watf.aspx?PageID=536


Communication is a challenge

• Mitigation options require on-farm

strategies

• Reliable communication requires

aggregated figures



Thank you for your attention
Questions?

nmartin@fefac.eu

Walking on the road to 
sustainable feed for sustainable food

mailto:nmartin@fefac.eu

